
THE
THOMASJEFFERSON

AUDITORIUM

A toast to a long standing 
TransatlanticFriendship



TO BEVISITED

Multiple visual &sensory  
exhibits

TO BESEEN

Iconicarchitecture

TO BEEXPERIENCED

Events, Workshops, Restaurants
&  Boutiques

A unique venue for culture and recreation

MISSION : 
CELEBRATING A UNIVERSAL CULTUREOFWINE

A temple of wine which offers an immersiveexperienceto each visitor. This
innovativesensorialapproachis featuredinsidea perfectlyconceivedandtailor-
madeaudaciousandmodernarchitecturaledifice.
Already dubbed « The Guggenheimof Wine » the /ƛǘŞΩǎpermanent and
temporary exhibitions celebrate ƳŀƴΩǎnoble pursuit of excellencein wine
throughthe ages,acrosscontinents,spanningall culturesandcivilizations!



LA CITE DU VIN ςInauguration May 31st 2016

Mr. Alain Juppé, Mayor of Bordeaux greets US Ambassador, 
Mrs Jane Hartley. Also present, Mr Thomas Wolf (US Consul), 

and Mrs Sylvie Cazes.

The presidentialspeech in the Thomas Jefferson Auditorium

From left to right:
Mrs Sylvie Cazes, President of the Citédu Vin
Mr Alain Juppé, Mayor of Bordeaux 
Mrs AnoukLegendre and Mr Nicolas Desmazières, XTU Architect
Mr François Hollande , President of the French Republic 
Mr Philippe Massol, Managing Director of La Citédu Vin
Mr Giorgi Kvirikashvili, Prime Minister of Georgia
Mr Matthias  Fekl, French Minister
Mrs Martine Pinville, French Minister
Mr Alain Rousset, President of the Aquitaine Region 



A few key facts

ϵ1 Million : Original commitment made by the American Friends of La Cité du Vin to 
honor the memory and legacy of President Thomas Jefferson through the permanent 

naming of the central Auditorium

Construction Budget: 81 Mϵ

250 direct jobs and 500 indirect jobs created

50 companies involved in the construction

Number of expected visitors per year: 450,000

20 % raised through private financing

Significant economic impact for the City of Bordeaux

Official opening 1st June 2016



Where is the Thomas Jefferson Auditorium



LA CITÉ DU VIN ςThomas JeffersonAuditorium

Ą Screening of Filmsand Documentarieson  the theme ofWine
Ą LiveShows, Concerts
Ą Themed Literary Gatherings, Conferencesand Academic

Symposiums

The Auditorium is also available for PrivateFunctionsς250 seats

PROGRAMMING, MUSIC,THEATRE,
FILM, SCIENTIFICEVENTS



HonoringThomas Jefferson

Thomas Jefferson, third President of the United States, was an

enlightenedwine lover,a pioneerof viticultureanda fiercepromoterof

the developmentof qualitywinesin the UnitedStates.

As Minister (Ambassador) and envoy to Parisfrom 1784 to 1789, he

travelled the vineyardsof Franceand northern Italy in a horse-drawn

carriage on a journey of oenologicaldiscovery,but also one which

enabledhim to researchand uncoversomeof the secretsof 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎ

finestvineyardsandvintners.

ThomasJeffersonstayedin Bordeauxfrom May 24th to 28th, 1787; this
wasthe longestsojournof hisjourney.
The future Presidentattended two shows at the Grand Théatre de
Bordeauxwhose architecture he greatly admired. He also visited a
number of vineyardsincludingChâteauŘΩ¸ǉǳŜƳ, ChâteauHaut-Brion,
ChâteauPontac Monplaisir and ChâteauCarbonnieuxwhere he was
reputedto haveplanteda tree.

President Thomas 
Jefferson



Founding Fathers and Wine

Thomas Jefferson 
replaced Franklin as 
U.S. Ambassador in 
Paris (1785-1789).
He drank Château 

Haut-Brionfor the first 
time at CǊŀƴƪƭƛƴΩǎ

table.

Benjamin Franklin
First U.S. Ambassador

to France (1776 ς
1785). He had a 

collection of 1,200 
bottles of Bordeaux, 

Champagne, and 
Sherry locked away in 

his Paris cellar.

John Adams 
discovered «First 

Grouths» of wines 
when he visited 

Bordeaux (1778). He 
was also a great lover 

of Madeira wines.



Thomas Jefferson: Wine Advisor to Presidents

Thomas Jefferson bought 
various fine French wines 
for George Washington 

and for himself in 1790.

Thomas Jefferson was the most knowledgeable connoisseur of wine of 
his time. He advised at least 3 other U.S Presidents on their purchases.

In 1804, James Madison 
bought 1798 Haut-Brion
red wine and Haut-Brion

Petit Sauterne.

James Monroe, 5th 
President, was a big fan 

of French wines like 
Bordeaux, Burgundy and 

Champagne.



The American Friends of La Cité du Vin 

TheAmericanFriendsof LaCitédu Vinwascreated
in order to support the most important Universal
Cultural Centerof Wines.

Asdescribedby GeorgeSape, Presidentof AFCdV,
άǘƘŜproject goes beyond wine and is a center
which features educational creativity in an
accessibleandfuturisticƳŀƴƴŜǊέ.

This audaciousand magnificent new landmark,
already dubbedά¢ƘŜGuggenheimof ²ƛƴŜέΣwill
offer a uniquedestinationnot only for wine lovers
and history buffs, but also for visitors of all ages
who are interested in discoveringnine thousand
yearsof sharedhistoryandglobalculture.

Supportingthe AmericanFriendsof LaCitédu Vin
enables us to celebrate not only a unique
transatlantic friendship with Francebut also our
extraordinaryAmericanwine heritage.

The AmericanFriendsbecamea 501 (c) 3
non-profit organization in 2014 and its
initial goalhasbeento fund the namingof
the ThomasJeffersonAuditorium.

Going forward, our organization will be
instrumental in supporting unique cultural
activities celebrating our global world of
wine.


